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THE EAST. GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in April 1968 to protect and improve the 
amenities of East Grinstead and its environs. The town has a long 
history and a unique architectural heritage, and represents a trust 
placed for the time being in the hands of our generation. It should 
be our concern to ensure that such contributions as we in our turn 
make are worthy of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 
The strength of such a society lies in the extent to which it can be 
seen to represent public opinion: the larger its membership the 
greater its influence will be. 

The Society arranges regular meetings for talks, discussions and 
films and produces a Bulletin of its news and articles of local in-
terest three times a year. 	In May 1969 it produced a special report 
on the High Street Conservation Area which has been well received as 
the basis for formulating future policy. 	It has also been very act- 
ive in making representations to the local authorities on planning 
matters, influencing, for example, the treatment of the site in front 
of Sackville College. 	In 1972 it held a Local History Exhibition. 

r'IENBERSHIP 

The subscription is 50 n.p. a year (additional members in the 
same family 25 n.p.) to be renewed on 1 January every year, except by 
those joining at or after the A.G.M. in the previous year. 	If sub- 
scriptions have not been received by 31 January reminders will be 
sent. 	If they have still not been received by 28 February a final 
reminder will be sent in May instead of the Bulletin. 	If there is 
still no response membership will be cancelled. 	Subscriptions 
should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead. 

The Society is registered as a charity. 	A copy of its constit- 
ution is available on request to the Secretaries or Treasurer. 

PRESIDENT 	I.D.MARGARY, N.A., F.S.A. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	B.C.THONPSON, Nenthorne East, Ashurst Wood, E.Grinstead 
Vice-Chairman 
Treasurer 	R.G.COOPER, Barclays Bank, High Street, East Grinstead 
Secretaries Mr & Mrs S.W.RUDEL, Peredur Home School, East Grinsedd 
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R.H.ADDERLEY; Brig.G.W .H.FELLOWS, 
KNOWLES, B. A.; N.J. LEPPARD, M.A.; 
cillor E.C.RUSHNAN; P.D.WOOD. 

PUBLICATIONS 

N.B.E.; Mrs K.INGWERSEN; S.F. 
C.LEWIS; S.PAGE, R.I.B.A.; Coun- 

Matter for the Bulletin should be sent to Mr N.J.Leppard, 
Brighton, Hove & Sussex Grammar School, Dyke Road, Hove, BN3 6EG. 

Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor and officers. 
Opinions expressed in signed articles are not necessarily those of 
anyone but their authors. 

Back numbers of the Bulletins, High Street Report and Local His-
tory Exhibition Souvenir Programme (10 n.p. eqch) and an Index to the 
first ten Bulletins and Report (5 n.p.) may be obtained from Mr Lep-
pard (address above), as available, plus cost of postage. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Applications for membership, subscriptions and notice of change 
of address should be sent to the Treasurer. 	Suggestions for the 
Society's activities and all other correspondence should be sent to 
the Secretaries, from whom may be obtained details of the Society's 
current programme and a brochure describing its objects and including 
an application form for membership. 
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'The September number of "The Bulletin of the East Grinstead So-
ciety" is full of good reading, and the Editor is to be congrat- 
ulated on an excellent production.' 	Sussex Life, November 1972 

* ** * * * * ** ** ** * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * *** * ***** ** ** *** * * 

EDITORIAL 

• Tributes such as that above and the special articles which fill 
this issue speak well of our Society's progress and make the Editor's 
task a pleasant one. 	So hearty thanks to all those who so readily 
help us maintain the standard of our Bulletin, and best wishes for 
1973 to them, tc cur, readers and to cur Society. 

However, the Bulletin is far from perfect. 	We need more let- 
ters for the Members' Page (comments, suggestions, criticisms, warn-
ings, information), more articles looking to the future, informed 
comment on new buildings in the district, local nature notes, and 
drawings. Any offers? 

MEET ITGS 

At. THE ANNTh'I GENERAL MEETING on I November Mr B.C.Thompson was elec-
ted'Chairman and paid generous tribute to Mr Wood's care for our So-
ciety during its first four years 	We are glad we shall still have 
the benefit ci' his experience on the Committee, and 'new blood' from 
Mr O.Lewis. 	There was a very lively and worthwhile interchange of 
questions and opinions on a wide range of topics within the Society's 
interests. 	A faulty projector prevented our seeing a film of the 
work of the National Trust. 

THE HUMAN IMPRINT ON THE WE.: LDEN L.11.T%TDSC_,1PE was the title of a learned 
and well illustrated talk by Dr P.F.Brandon on 6 December. 	Those 
who braved the gales were well rewarded and given much to occupy 
their minds if they will keep their eyes open as they travel round. 

THE CO'IITTEE met on 20 September and .29 November. 	Next meeting: 14 
February. 

NEXT MEETING, on FORTHCOMING LOCAL' GOVERNMENT CHANGES AND THEIR IM-
PLICATIONS, Wednsday 7 February, 8 p.m., Small Parish Hall. 	Mr H. 
C.Jcnes (Clerk to the U.D.C.) and Mr H'.V.Owen (Treasurer, and also a 
member of the local re-organisation planning committee) will speak 
and answer questions. 

ACTIVITIES 

'BRITAIN IN BLOOM': The Society's site on the edge of the Playfield 
was cleared in the Spring but the U.D.C. did not spray it as expected 
and so no planting has been possible and brambles gave re-appeared. 

AN EXHIBITION IN JULY? Mr Page has begun to assemble ideas for an 
exhibition on Planning for the Future (as mentioned in our last Bull-
etin) and will be glad to hear from anyone interested at Peredur 
School (22661 or 23226) :  

THE CRAWLEY/GATWICK"SUB-REGIONAL STUDY: Public' Meeting, etc: see p.8. 

PLANNING REPRESENTATIOI'TS: see p.6. 

THE NEXT BULLETIN should appear in May. 	Ccntributicns, please, by 6 
April to Mr N.J.Leppard, Brighton, Hove & Sussex Grammar School, Dyke 
Road, Hove, BN3 6EG. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS WERE DUE FOR RENEWI.L on 1 January, as explained on p.2. 
At the end of 1972 we had some 206 paid-up members. 
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PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 

I am becoming more and more worried about the gradual erosion of 
our green areas, especially those near the town centre. 	I don't 
think that we realise how lucky we are to have these wedges of green 
open space running In from open country to town centre on three 
sides: westwards through Brooklands and Queens Road Cemetery, north-
wards through the Noddy and King George's Field and on the east East 
Court, of course, to which I mentally link the Playfield. 	Pavilions 
and car parks and 'temporary' school buildings and multi-purpose 
halls and libraries are fine and I would not for a moment discourage 
them or be a wet blanket but I wonder If the citizens of our town re-
alise the price they are paying in terms of 'green and pleasant 
land'. 	Does the Society think that perhaps the sponsors of these 
most worthy developments could be persuaded to provide land elsewhere 
in the town or around it as compensation for a very real loss? 
While the town's population grows, surely its open spaces should grow 
too and not contract? 

D .3 .THOROGOOD 
NOISE 

Pruning of a few slender trees, and even branches, recently 
called forth an armoury producing noise and smoke reminiscent of 
Waterloo (the battle, that is, or in my case the film of the battle). 
Among the music makers of spring will once again be an ever increas-
ing number of motorised gardeners' aids. 	Environment problems in- 
clude assaults on our ears, noses, lungs and nervous systems, though 
perhaps atrophy of the muscles will soon become a greater danger and 
surviving contributors to the Bulletin will derive their nostalgia 
from thoughts of choppers, shears and secateurs. 

Can anyone suggest what can be done when people are so easily 
enticed into buying these machines? I can only propose a nuisance 
tax on them, so that individuals compensate society. 

R .H.ADDERLEY 
OUR 'IMAGE' 

Soon after leaving the A.G.M. and ever since I have been minded 
to comment on Mr Lewis's remark that there should be closer contact 
with young people. 	He offered as evidence his question to fifteen 
of them as to what the Society is. 	Only one replied, describing it 
as a society of old people interested In old things. 	I don't know 
If he was unlucky in his selection, nor whether his story was 'slant-
ed' 

I think it would be fair to say that at least 25 of the visit-
ors to the Exhibition were children, brought in groups by teachers of 
the local schools, with parents or alone, some coming two or three 
times!. 	The most gratifying thing about the Exhibition was that it 
attracted so many young parents and their children. 

Was there failure to identify the Exhibition with the Society? 
Is the Society's name too non-committal? 

(Mrs) W.J.WOOD 
AND NAME 

While I agree with much of Mr Adderley's article (last Bulletin) 
I hope that the Society will not change its name. 	If it is a soci- 
ety of people with a certain amount of civic pride and concern for 
their home town, what name could be better? 

D .3 .THOROGOOD 

CORRECTIO N : Mrs C.H.Webster writes to point out that V.Sackville 
West did not, strictly speaking, produce a 'leaflet' on Sackville 
College (as stated in our last issue) but an illustrated 8-page book-
let, which may be claimed as one of the College's 'literary treas-
ures' , its interest enhanced by its being written by a direct de-
scendant of the Sackville family. 



7-9-11 HIGH STREET 

by R.H.Wood 
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Above appears a speculative. reconstruction of the south elevat-
ion of the original building. 	Judged by what is seen from the 
street some may think it over bold. 	The following notes distinguish 
the observed, the implied and the reasonably conjectural from one an- 
other. 	 - 

P.D.Wood in Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol.106 (1968) 0  
P.52 has identified the site in the Crown Survey of 1564 as a burgage 
tenement. 	As he points out, identifiably early burgages are-not. 
early enougli.forthe beginning of the borough, c.l220.. 	Four of them 
have been dated by R.T.Mason to the first half of the 14th century, 
by whichtime perhaps most of the street frontage had been built up. 
In 1564 ther were to'hii'rgag'e 8 to the - west of this one -but no build-
in,s of that age remain there. 

Within nos 7-and 9 survive four min. posts, two, jetty posts, 
three t.ie beams, two crown posts, brace,s a-nd jettied joists. 	In the 
open truss in what was once the hail there remains one of' two magnif-
icent nioul'ded' braces, moulded main posts to match and • a haidsome 
crown post. - Sooting vouches for. the open hail and visibl structure 
leaves no doubt-at all that-the house was a 'Weald-en', i.e. having 
the upper floors of its end bays project i"ng to the', front and possibly 
to jne or both sides. 	(Tudor House was such a,'onc.') 	The dra.ving 
shows the hipped roof most common in Wealdens. 	The west end now 
goes-straight up and is slightly angled from back to front, suggest-
ing some reconstruction when. another building was erected against it. 
At the east end the broken line indicates the present west . roof slop 
of no.11. 	Differences of roof assembly show that',no.11wa.' not .ib 
initio a crosswing. •, Furthermore the collar .pur1in of nos 7 and 9 
has been seen to protrude into the roof 'of do.1,1 as shown by a heavy 
black line. 	This is what it would have to do in order- to join with 
the centre rafter of an original hip. . At each end of the ridge 
smoke outlets would probably be left open as shown. 	The exposed 
timber framing and positioning of door and windows are not proven' but 
have typOl'ogical' sanction.The.hl1 'certainly had two bays but the' 
size of the smaller one is riot evidenced. 	Iti .,coulcl have been larger 
and contained- doorways and cross passage. '  The west bay seems the 
most like-ly to have been the' solar or family quarters.. 	The roof 
slope is suitable for Horsham stone and that material remains on part 
of no.11.. 	A' gr'oo.v in -the top plate overhanging in front of the 
hail bay suggests 'coving'•.cr a .-curved  fairing off between -it and the, 
main wall. (continued over) 



The original building was patently og high quality and relative 
importance in the borough. 	Mason considers that most Wealdens were 
produced 1450-1530, although on the evidence of moulded components 
some could drop back into the late 14th century. Unhappily no such 
features (often plentiful in Wealdens) survive here. 	The building 
is not without other hints of early origin so one may perhaps suggest 
a date c.1400. 	Henry IV was newly King and Richard II lately and 
privately slain. 	Novel also was a statute regulating the burning of 
heretics. 

1TTTTT)TNrS 

The Committee is concerned lest present policies leave no build-
ings in the town between the timber-framed and the recent. 	The 19th 
century working class housing and shops (admittedly not all very hab-
itable) have been rapidly disappearing from West Street, Queens Road 
and London Road and look like being even more threatened. With them 
goes something of the character and story of the town. 	Members are 
urged to look about and report what they think ought to be saved if 
possible, not so much for intrinsic merit deserving official listing 
as for its contribution to the scene. 	The new Statutory List on p.9 
and the appended comments provide a starting point. 

PLANNING NOTES 

THE CONSERVATION AREA: Suggestions have been made about the possibi-
lity of extending the Conservation Area (explained, with map, Bullet-
in 2, PP-5-7)  to include Heroitage Lane, with the banks and trees on 
either side, for some 300 yards south of the High Street. 	We are 
corresponding with the County Planning Officer and believe the sug-
gestion will be favourably received. 

THE BYPASS: The Committee has decided that, beyond holding the view 
-that a bypass is definitely needed, it should not cdmrL.it the Society 
to any particular one of the proposed routes. 

SHIP STREET: We have expressed to the U.D.C. our concern at appar-
ently unauthorised tree felling on the site of a new bungalow in Ship 
Street and at the authorisation of vehicular access to Ship street 
there, near two other openings onto a narrow stretch of road. 

MULTI-STOREY CAR PARKS AND SO FORTH 

The appearance of one of these huge buildings in the town is 
probably just a matter of time: and not very much time either. 

They are more efficient at using land than the ordinary ground 
level tarmac prairie but expensive to build. 	For this reason it is 
usually uneconomic to build one with fewer than six storeys: eight 
arc usual, ten not unknown. 	An eight storey building is about 100' 
high (the height of our Church tower). 

Various sites are being rumoured, mostly in the West Street/Ship 
Street and Railway Approach/Dallaway Gardens areas. 	Let ushope no- 
one will propose the folly of a building of this size on the edge of 
the Conservation Area. 	The low ground round Glen Vue is central, 
between shops and station, with access from both, and would provide a 
relatively inconspicuous setting. 

This is not the only uncertainty in the Town Centre Development 
Plan. We know the Inner Relief Road and West Strdëtopping Pre-
cinct are going forward. 	Can we hope for some firm proposals soon 
on link roads, traffic circulation, car parking and pedestrian pre-
cinct? Then we can have some informed discussion and can hope for 
progress in time to Serve the hundreds of new houses that will be 
built on the south and east of the town in the next few years. P.D.W. 

The Editor understands that since the above article was written 
some definite proposals for multi-storey car parks have appeared. 
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We are grateful to Mrs L.N.Leppard for supplying the following 
notes of games played at Ashurst Wood School when she first knew it 
in 1923.  First, four ring games. 

1. Poor Nary sits aweeping (believed to be still played in the town). 

2. Fair Rosebud sits in her high tower (the story, with actions, of 
the Sleeping Beauty). 

4,. 
3. 
Blow the fire, blacksmith, 
Make a pretty light. 
Up jumps a little girl 
Dressed all in white. 
White shoes and stockings, 
Long curly hair, 
Oh, what a pretty girl 
Is going to the Fair. 

Pretty maid, pretty maid, 
Dancing all alone, 
Choose your sweetheart, 
Choose him for your own. 
Look to the east and look to 

the west, 
Look to the very one you like 

best. 

'You're too big 
And you're too small; 
You're tco short 
And you're too tall; 
You're too thin 
And you're too stout; 
you're my sweetheart, 
So ccrne out.' 

All the boys in our town 
Lead a happy life, 
Excepting ...... 
And he wants a wife. 
A wife he shall have, 
--courting he shall go 
Along with --- ---  

Because he loves her Sc. 
He huddles her, 
He cuddles her, 
He sits her on his knee, 
Saying to ---
'Do you love me? 
I love you and you love me; 
Next Sunday morning 
The wedding shall be.' 
If poor --- were to die, 
Oh, poor --- , wouldn't he cry 
He would follow to the grave 
In black buttons 
And black braid. 
Give the baby a lily white dress, 
Send it across the water; 
Give it kisses, 
One, two, three, 
'tis Mrs --- 's daughter. 

Finally: Sheep, sheep, come home (sheep on one side of the play-
ground, shepherd on the other calling, wolf somewhere in the middle 
to catch them when they ran). 

We shall be grateful for any details readers care to send of the 
games they remember playing in their childhood and (for comparison) 
of the games local children play today. 

THE GOLDEN BOOT 

Congratulations to our member Mrs C.H.Webster and to Messrs 
Russell and Bromley on the restoration of this handsome ornament to 
the local street scene. 	Since our note in Bulletin'6, p.4, it has 
become possible to tell its story more fully. 

The earliest reference I know is an advertiserient by Joseph 
Alder in E.Steer's East Grinstead Illustrated Almanack and Diary for 
1886. 	No address is given. 	Older residents recollect its hanging 
on Branscn's shop at the end of Cantelupe Road next to the Crown, 
where it can be seen in several old photographs. When that busi-
ness closed in c.1931 the boot moved to a third shoe shop, Walker's, 
next to the Courier office, where it hung until its closure in c. 
1957. 	Mrs Webster rescued it and ultimately had it restored and 
gildea by local craftsmen Mr G-.Ovenden and Mr M..Boyco. 	It is msde 
of k, weighs 56 lb. and stands 32" high. 

N.J.LEPPRD 

REMINISCENCES: The response to the special appeal in our last Bull-
etin has been slow but worthwhile. 	It is not too late for others 
to be received, perhaps prompted by something in this issue. 



THE CRAWLEY/GATWI OK SUB-REGIONAL STUDY 

The Report of the Joint Planning Advisory Committee representing 
Surrey and East and West Sussex County Councils appeared in 0ctoer 
together with a popular explanatory leaflet. -The Report, which may 
be obtained from the County Council (50  n.p.) or seen at the Library, 
concerns natural population growth up to A.D. 2001 and the expansion 
of jobs in Crawley and at Gatwick which will require finding space 
for another 108,000 people in the area. 	It sees a need to discour- 
age the establishment of large office firms and the settlement of 
more commuters and retired people in order to keep the situation man- 
ageable. 	It also aims to maintain as far as possible the separate 
identity and character of existing towns and, villages. 	Six alterna- 
tive solutions are put forward, none officially preferred and none 
envisaging direct extra expansion of East Grinstead (though three 
provide for it around Crawley Down). 	Poor land drainage possibilit- 
ies, outstanding landscape to south and east and aircraft noise shad-
ow on north, east and west combine to make East Grinstead unsuitable 
for more development than has already been allowed for but inevitably 
we shall be affected by vast growth to our west whichever scheme is 
adopted. 	Comments may be sent to the County Council (direct or via 
our Society) by 31 March. 

A member of the 
on 11 December. 	We 
p.m. 22-24 February) 
Large Parish Hall. 
members. 	We urge t 
if possible, to read 

committee responsible met five of cur committee 
have agreed to sponsor the local exhibition (1-8 
and public meeting (8 p.m. 28 February) in the 
This subject must be of major concern to all our 
Lem all to attend the exhibition and meeting and, 
the report. 

LIBR1RY NEWS 

As a result of local suggestions, supported by our Society, the 
East Sussex County Library Committee has asked the U.D.C. to reserve 
a site for a new Library, preferably in Railway Approach, otherwise 
on King George's Field. The U.D.C. and West Sussex County Council 
favour the idea but it has not yet been budgetted for. 

Recent accessions likely to interest members include 
301.3 Ward, B. 	Only One Earth 
355.9 Langley, N. 	The East Surrey Regiment 
569.8 	Millar, R. 	The Piltdcwn Men (story of forgery) 
614.7 Aird, A. 	The utomotive Nightmare 
633.2 	Nrore, H. 	Grasslands (New Naturalist series) 
720.942 Harvey, J 	Conservation of Buildings 
920.042 Church, R. 	Kent's Contribution (13 biographical 

sketches, including Sackvilles) 
942.09 Warner, P. 	British Battlefields, vcl.l: The South (in- 

cludes Hastings and Lewes) 
942.23 Stead, R. (ed.) Bygone Kent (1892)  (reprint) 
942.25 Lewis, R. 	Sussex Scene 
942.25 Lcwerson, J. 	Victorian Sussex 

B . MN Bruce, N.L. 	Anne Boleyn (of Hever) 
(ARP) 	Civic Trust, Bcoklist for the Environment 

Pencol Report on Waste Disposal 
Crawley/Gatwick Sub-Regional Study 

(R) 	Sussex Archaeological Collections, vols 106-109 (1968-71)  and 
Index to vols 76-100 

(R) 	U.D.C. Planning Committee Agendas, Applications and Reports 
(in magazine rack; worth watching carefully) 

R.H.ADDERLEY 

THOUGHT FOR 1973: 'We can be of little service to our fellows. until 
we become disillusioned without being embittered.' 	F.F.Darling, 
quoted by N.Fairbrother in her New Lives, New Landscapes (Pelican, 
£1), very highly recommended to all concerned about amenity and land 
use. 	 , 	 P.D.W. 



LISTED BUILDINGS 

by P.D.Wood 

The third list of buildings of architectural and historic inter-
est in East Grinstead has just been published and is on view at East 
Court. An extract below shows the buildings and features listed but 
omits the descriptive matter. 

The list is now pretty comprehensive: almost everything older 
than 1840 is listed and one or, two more modern buildings, including 
even the jubilee drinking fountain. 

The degree off protection is considerable. 	The old Grade III, 
which gave no effective protection, has been abolished. 	All build- 
ings listed are now statutorily protected. 	No demolition or struct- 
ural alteration, external or internal, can be carried out without 
special 'listed building consent', which is hard to obtain and in- 
volves public advertisement of the intended action. 	(For a fuller 
summary  of provisions and procedures see our Bulletin no.2, pp-5f. 
The relevant statutes are The Town and Country Planning Act 1962, 
sections 32 & 33, The Town and Country Planning f.ct 1968, part V, and 
The Civic Amenities Act 1967,  part I; now all consolidated in the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1971.) 

CONSERVATION ./REA: 

*Old Stone House, Clarendon House, 1-2 Judges T errace * 

*Constitutional Buildings, Drinking Fountain, 4-12 Middle R ow* 

Hampton Cottage, 4 & 41,1 1  6 1  10-14, 16, 22, 24, 26, 28 High Street 
*34....40, 42-44, 46, 46A, 46B, 48, 50 High Street* 

*Dors et Arms, Dorset House, 66, 68, 70, 72 & 74, 76 High Street, 
Cromwell House, Porch House, 86 & 88 High St reet* 

7-11 1  25-31 1  4911,  519  53, 61 & 63, 81 High Street, Sackville College 
St Swithun's Church, Church Gate (south), 3-7 & 8 Church Lane 
Zion Chapel & Manse (13 11Jest Street), Grove House (80 West Street) 

ELSEWHERE: 
Estcots Estcots Barn, East Court; Fairlight, Punphouse, Orchards and 
Gotwick farmhouses 
iorsteds farmhouse, Manthr House, Ashurst Wood Water Tower, Camden 
Cottage, Horseshoe and Luxfords farmhouses, Fcxbury 

Boyles and Busses Farmhouses, Dunnings Mill, Standen, Standen Cottage 
and farm buildings, 1, 3 & 4 1  6 & 7 Saint Hill Green, Saint Hill Man-
or, Stone Hill and Mill Place farmhouses 

Hill Place and Hazelden farmhouses, Pen Place Mill and House 
St Margaret's Convent, Rickstones, Imberhorne and Gullege farmhouses 

* indicates buildings listed as a group as well as individually) 

Anyone who thinks some building should be included which is not 
on the list should please write to the Secretaries or Editor or tell 
one of the Committee. Listing can be a considerable burden In the 
owner of the building and he appears to have no right If appeal, so 
borderline cases will need careful consideration. 

POSTSCRIPT: It is interesting to note that the wartime list of 
buildings to receive speciol attention in the event of diiiage (as re-
corded in the 1946  report Tomorrow in East Sussex, p.197) consisted 
of less than half the above number but included the now destroyed 30-
32 High Street, no-39, Tilkhurst Farmhouse and 'Field Cottage Pigeon-
cote' (presumably an error for Field Cottage (Ship Street) and the 
Dovecote). 	Probably the Dovecote (though altered from its original 
form) and 39 High Street (which R.T.Nason says is 'of considerbl 
interest') deserve notice as possible additions to the list. 

11. J. L. 
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A TOWN MUSEUM? 

As expected our Local History Exhibition revealed a good deal of 
public sympathy for the idea of a town museum but little realisaion 
of the financial implications and no prospect of anything to make one 
possible. 	However, the Exhibition also reminded people of the 
U.D.C.'s small collection of local antiquities at East Court (recent;..- 

t1_ly re-arranged after being generously loaned for our show), which 
would almost certainly be the starting point for anything more ambit-
ious. 	So we approached the Clerk of the Council with some questions 
about it which are printed below with his answers. 

1. Are the exhibits the absolute property of the U.D.C. or held on 
any special terms? 

The exhibits are the property of the Council. 

2. What will happen to them on the re-organisation of local govern-
ment, with respect to ownership and (so far as it is possible to tell 
in advance) display? 

Ownership will pass automatically to the new district council 
which will take control on 1 April 197 1I. 	It is not possible at 
this stage to say what can be done about display because a decis-
ion about this - and even on the question as to what premises, if 
any, will be available in East Grinstead for this purpose - can 
only be taken by the new authority which will not be elected until 
June 1973. A large number of recommendations and suggestions 
will be offered to the new Authority by the Joint Committee com-
prising the four existing Authorities to be merged, but nothing 
has yet been formulated on the question of premises and associatd 
details. *  

3. On what terms are further exhibits accepted? 

There have only been two additional exhibits offered since the or-
iginal collection was passed to the Council by the Vicar and in 
each case an enquiry was made of me as to whether the items would 
be acceptable and displayed if offered. 	They were then presented 
to the Council without further conditions. 

4. What powers does the U.D.C. have and will the new district author-
ity have to create or assist in creating a local museum and what 
chances are there of one's being created? 

Strictly speaking the present Council has no power to create or 
help in supporting a local museum without the specific consent of 
the Secretary of State for the Environment. 	Because of this and 
considerations of sheer modesty we do not refer to the collection 
in the Hall at East Court as a museum. 	The Local Government Bill 
at present provides that any of the new Authorities (from Parish 
Council up to County Council) may operate a museum. 

We also offered to do all we could to safeguard the exhibits if 
the re-organisation looked like creating any difficulties and Mr 
Jones added 'I shall be raising the question of the future of the 
East COurt exhibits to both my own Council and the Joint Committee in 
due course'. 

Since that correspondence the possibility of a new Library in 
the town centre has arisen (see p.8) and we are urging that it have 
adequate space for exhibitions including (if possible) the present 
U.D.C. collection and any additions. 

* EDITOR'S NOTE: 'The question of premises' includes the fate of the 
buildings at East Court, which may no longer be required for local 
government purposes (something in which our Society may well have to 
take an active interest), and the 'associated details' the even more 
serious problems of the present jobs and future careers of the 
U.D.C.'s officers and employees. 	We appreciate Mr Jones's kindness 
in answering our questions amid so many much greater cares. 
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THROUGH THE PARISH REGISTERS 

by G.M.Smart 

From a study of East Grinstead parish registers between 1662 and 
1792 we note the almost universal custom for every child to be 
christened within a week or two of birth. 	It was not confined to 
members of the established Church,. We find entries of the baptisms 
of the children of some nine families described as 'Decenterst and 
occasionally of Anabaptists, one 20 years old. 	A weakling child 
might be recorded as 'baptised by the midwief'. 	In such cases the 
Infant was sometimes described as 'half-baptised', a second entry be-
ing made In the register when the baby was brought to be 'received 
into the Church', thus completing the rite as required by the Prayer 
Book. 

Except for base-born children it was unusual to give more than 
one christian name. Where the father could not be named the regis-
ter would give the, entry under the mother's name: a second christian 
name would probably be the father's surname. From 1751  a growing 
number of baptisms was marked 'Privati.m' or merely 'F' in thp. margin. 
By 1791 28 of the year's total of 85 baptisms were privately perform-
ed. 	An early traditional use of two christian names appears at the 
baptism of 'Anne PhIllis, daughter of John & Mary Hinty' in 1728. 
The gentry were generally particular to have entered the date: of 
birth as well as baptism. 	The sex of those christened Francis or 
Timothy cannot be taken for granted as many girls were then so named. 

In the marriages we notice in the mid-18th century an increase 
In the number performed by licence, despite a 5s. tax. 	Bridegrooms 
who were non-parishioners usually came from neighbouring villages, 
especially Cowden, Hartfield, West Hoathly, Godstone, Lingfield and 
Worth. Brighton, Croydon and London also appear. 

The burial register is the most informative as it sometimes re-
cords domicile, parentage, occupation and status; thus: 

1666 Thom. Evans 	A welch drover 
1672 Will.Pollard 	An ould man 
1683 John Best 	Juvenis 	 ( young man) 

Frances Geere 	Virgo 	 ( virgin) 
1691 Dame Mary Goodwine Dowager 

We find  the occasional pathetic entry of the burial of a 'chrysom', a 
child dying within a month or so of birth. 	The chrysom cloth, used 
at the christening, was worn for a short time until the mother's 
churching, after which it would be handed to the church for use in 
ablutions, etc. 	Premature death meant this offering was not due and 
the chrysom cloth became the shroud at the infant's burial. By 1672 
the annotation 'poor' is frequently added to burial entries, probably 
because of various Acts of Parliament requiring, for example, burial 
in woollen (to help the depressed wool trade), taxation of birth, 
marriage and burial entries on a sliding scale according to rank, 
etc., from some of which paupers were exempt. 	The penalty for non- 
observance of the 'Woollen Act' was £5 and shared with an informant. 
Before the Act was repealed it was largely ignored but families deci-
ding on such a course made one of the members inform, thus reducing 
the cost of the penalty. 	Another type of addition to a burial entry 
throwing an Interesting sidelight on contemporary conditions is the 
cause or death; thus: 

1666 Daughter of Wm. Snashall buried unbaptised, being plague 
in the house. 

1673 Young Roiph murthered. 
1684 Roger Bilsbery of St Margaret's Westminster, executed 
1732 	The Rev'd. John Staples, Vicher, died of smallpox, buried 

at night. 

Other causes of death recorded were drowning, 'on the road' (far few-
er than today), suicidal hangings, 'kild by the fall of an house'. 
It would seem that death In one's own bed at home was the fate of 
most of our ancestors, before the days of nursing homes and the Nat-
lonal Health Service. 
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A FIRST LIST OF EAST GRINSTEAD DIRECTORIES 

by P'i.J.Leppard 

Anyone intending to undertake any kind of local research needs 
to know what materials are available and where to findrthna.fife 
hope to make a new feature of our Bulletins a series of lists of some 
of the things most likely to be of use to him, and begin with direct-
ories of East Grinstead. 	Our next issue will contain a list of dir- 
ectories of wider areas including East Grinstead. 

1 1799 Thomas Palmer, A Poetical Directory of the inhabitants of 8 . Eastgrinstead, 1 Nov. 17990 (Sussex Archaeological Society) 

2 1886 East Grinstead Illustrated Almanack and Diary with Local Di-
'\ 	 rectory and Compendium, no.4, printed and published 

Steer, Southern Free Press, I Moat Terrace, 3d. 	(private) 

3 1886 W.T.Pike's District Blue Book: Northern or East Grinstead 
Parliamentary Division of Sussex. 	 (private) 

4 1894  Dixon's East Grinstead Family Almanack and Directory, free; 
8,000 circulation. 	 (private) 

5 1896 East Grinstead Annual General Directory, Illustrated Alman-
ack and Diary, no.1, Henry W.Cullen, 26 London Road, 2d. 

(private) 

6 1901 Dixon's East Grinstead, i.shurst Wood and Forest Row Family 
Almanack and Directory. 	(Brighton & Worthing Libraries) 

7 191 6 Dixon's East Grinstead, Ashurst Wood, Forest Row and Hay-
wards Heath Family Almanack and Directory, 12,000 circulat-
ion. 	 (private) 

8 1923 East Grinstead Directory, published by the East Grinstead 
Civic League and Enquiry Bureau, April 1 923. 	(private) 

9 1928 The East Grinstead Directory, Cullen's, March 1928.(private) 

10 1953 Directory of East Grinstead, Albion Publications, 2/6, with 
street map. 	 (Brighton & East Grinstead Libraries) 

11 1962-3 East Grinstead Directory and Street Plan, Foord Publishing 
Company, 10/-. 	 (East Grinstead Library) 

NOTE I Steer also produced directories for Forest Row, Ashurst Wood, 
Hammerwood and District (copies for 1887 and 1888, nos I & 2, 
private) and for Lingfield, Dormans Land, Blindley Heath and 
District (1888, no.2, private). 

NOTE 2 There must be copies surviving of other directories by Steer, 
Dixon's and Cullen's, and probably others by other publishers. 
Anyone who has or knows of any such is urged to senddetails 
to N± N.J.Leppard, Brighton, Hove & Sussex Grammar School, 
Dyke Road, Hove, BN3 6EG. 

LOCAL REFERENCES IN SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL COLLECTIONS (continued) 

Vol.16 (1864) Church bells: E.G. & Rotherfield p.195; E.G. p.210; 
Forest Row p.209 
pp.20ff. Social conditions (Justices' returns) 163 1 -2 
p.48 Compositions for knighthood, temp. Charles I 
pp.53,58,60 &c. Leonard Gale (M.P. for E.G.) & geneal-
ogy 
P.98 E.G.Assizes, April 1 679 
p.271 Stream from Black-well 
P.304 Leathern bottles from Ashdown Forest, c.1844 
P-306 Road & coaches, 1731; Pool diary, 1786; oats 	• 

Vol- 1 7 (1865) p.105 Ecclesiastical presentations, 1352-3 

Vol.18 (1866) 
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A MENACE TO HISTORY AND .ARC HAEOLOGY 

by C.F.Tebbutt 

Many readers must have been perturbed when they read in their 
local paper In September an article entitled 'The Hunt Is On', de-
scribing the proposals of an enthusiastic young man to fill the gaps 
In East Grinstead history by means of his treasure hunting metal de-
tector. 	I hope that the friendly advice he has now received will 
have convinced him that the spotting and digging up of burled metal 
objects adds little to history or archaeology unless their relation-
ship to other objects and levels, that his machine will not detect, 
Is specifically recorded. 	This can only be done by someone with ex- 
perience and training in excavation and recording techniques and in 
how to publish the final result. 	It is only in this way that hist- 
ory is made. 

These now widely advertised metal detectors have become a menace 
to archaeologists all over the country. 	Some have even found their 
vital excavation levels dug over at night by treasure hunters and 
scheduled ancient monuments disturbed in the hope of finding loot of 
some sort. 

It is true that metal detectors can sometimes play a useful part 
in some archaeological excavations. 	Those who possess them should 
get in touch with théi.r local archaeological society to find out 
'here their instruments could help. 

Metal detectors are not the only menace. 	There is also the un- 
skilled or semi-skilled archaeologist who has a genuine interest in 
his hobby but only thinks of the subject in terms of digging. 	In 
these days the most useful part to be played by the young enthusiast 
Is In helping the many groups that are trying to record the many an-
cient sites being destroyed by new roads, housing development and 
deep ploughing. 	In most cases this is already organised locally but 
many more helpers are needed and some training in digging can be ac-
quired. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Anyone interested in such activity should read the 
brief report of the work in progress at Garden Hill on p.lLf and con-
tact Mr Tebbutt at The Pheasantry, Wych Cross, Forest Row, RH18 5JP. 

WHALESBEACH 

The site of the ancient manor farm of Walesbeach (TQ 397347)  or 
Whalesbeach (in Domesday it was Waslebie and in 1265 Walesbeech) is 
now usually deep under Weir Wood Reservoir but in November 1972, 
after the abnormally dry summer, it was fully exposed. 	I therefore 
took the opportunity to visit it. 	At the.site a stream enters the 
reservoir in a small bay. 	The farm was on the east side of the bay. 
Across the bay, on its west side, but just above normal reservoir le-
vel, is the great slag heap or cinder bed of the Roman bloomery de-
scribed by E.F.Straker in Wealden Iron (1931,  p.239) and partly exca- 
vated by him and Mr I.D.MaTrgary in 1928. 	Straker apparently believ- 
ed it to be the East Grinstead ironworks (ferraria) recorded in 
Domesday, but without any proof whatever. 	Large minepits in the 
grounds of nearby Chariwood House (393341)  may be the source of ore 
for the Roman bloomery. 

On the site of the farm I found that number of stone foundat-
ions were plainly visible at ground level. 	Around them was a 
shingle beach of broken tiles, bricks, pottery, ironwork, etc. to- 
gether with iron slag from the nearby Roman bloomery. 	Of the pot- 
tery found one sherd was of the 13th or D-j-th century and several of 
the late 15th or 16th. 	They were all mixed with pottery, china and 
broken farm implements of recent date. 	The odd flint flake showed 
that Stone Age man had also once lived here. 

C.F.TEBBUTT 
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LOCAL HISTORY NOTES AND NEWS 

GARDEN HILL, COLEMANS HATCH: This Iron Age hill fort was partiaUy 
excavated in August by Mr J.H.Money and Mr C.F.Tebbutt. 	Most unex- 
pectedly they uncovered a small Roman bath house, nicely appointed 
and fully equipped with furnace, tile flues, cold plunge, lead pipes 
and window glass. 	Such affluence in such a snot is, they believe, 
likely to have come from iron working. 	Evidence of occupation from 
1st to 3rd centuries has been found. 	The main buildings evidently 
le nearby. 	Another season next year is planned. 	Full publication 
ill, of course, follow. 	(See also p.13) 	 P.D.W. 

PARISH REGISTERS: Congratulations to our 
ing recently transcribed and indexed the 
registers (1662-17 1+3), now at the County 
thanks for the article on p.11 based on 
baptisms, marriages and burials will now 
able to genealogists and demographers. 

member Mr G.M.Smart on hay-
second volume of our parish 
Record Office at Le''es, and 
that work. 	Statistics of 
be much more readily avail- 

CLOCKIviAKERS: Following the article in our last issue Miss R. Spencer 
of AshuPst Wood reports that her family has a long-case clock made by 
Thomas Fowle, undated but with hands of early 18th century style and 
made of oak. 	Possibly old parts were being re-used, she suggests. 

CLASSES? It has been suggested that there may be many who would like 
to join a Local History Study Group in the town if one could be form-
ed. 	Our Society will approach the further education authorities 
with the request, If there seems to be enough support, for classes 
whose aim is to teach people to work on local history sources for 
themselves. 	Anyone interested please contact Mr R.H.Adderley at the 
Library (2131+2) or write to the Editor. 

OUR COVER PICTURE Is an extract from the preliminary drawings for the 
first edition of the Ordnance Survey, made in 1808 to a scale of 2" 
to the mile. 	The printed maps for our area first appeared in 1813 
and 1819 to a 1" scale. 	Once the town centre and London Road have 
been identified the map is easy to interpret and relate to the nrc-
sent day. 	The field boundaries shown are diagrammatic only. 

CORRECTION: Technical difficulties prevented our reproducing on the 
cover of the last Bulletin the picture of Blackwell Hollow from Brad-
ley's Picturesque View Album mentioned on p.8. An old picture post-
card was used instead. 

GENERAL NOTES AND NEWS 

OBITUARY: We regret to record the deaths of two old Inhabitants who 
were keen members of our Society, Mr W.H.Hall and Mr G.T.Askew. We 
also apologise for inadvertently misrepresenting the latter's name in 
our last issue as G.Y.Aspen. 

BAD MANNERS: The signpost at North End, one of the County Council's 
attractive standard type, white with a black cap and rising not much 
above head height, has been overwhelmed by the steel signs and elec-
tric lights of the garage in whose forecourt it stands. 

CORRECTION: We apologise for claiming in our last issue that the 
footpath from Copse Close to Holtye Road had been extinguished. 	It 
was, in fact, merely being relaid during building work there. 

The latest quarterly SUSSEX NEWSLETTER of the Rural Community Council 
and Federation of Amenity Societies (no.16) contains interesting in-
formation and opinions on a variety of subjects, including spraying 
damage, recording tombstones, underground power lines, stubble burn-
ing, tree planting, caring for the aged, licensing hours and vanish-
ing village pubs, design and size of lamp standards, and litter. 

THE INDEX to the first ter Bulletins and the High Street Report ap-
peared in November as promised. Additional copies from the Editor 
at 5  n.p. each + postage. 


